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Week Twenty
Joshua 9 - 24 

Review
 Joshua has led them into the promised land

 There are more battles to take control

 The land will be divided between the tribes

 Joshua will share his final words

“you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation”
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Lets begin
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Battles with the 
Canaanites

6 - 8
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Joshua 9 NIV

The Gibeonite Deception
9 Now when all the kings west of the Jordan heard about 
these things—the kings in the hill country, in the western 
foothills, and along the entire coast of the Mediterranean 
Sea as far as Lebanon (the kings of the Hittites, Amorites, 
Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites)— 2 they 
came together to wage war against Joshua and Israel.

3 However, when the people of Gibeon heard what 
Joshua had done to Jericho and Ai, 4 they resorted to a 
ruse: They went as a delegation whose donkeys were 
loaded[a] with worn-out sacks and old wineskins, cracked
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and mended. 5 They put worn and patched sandals on 
their feet and wore old clothes. All the bread of their food 
supply was dry and moldy. 6 Then they went to Joshua in 
the camp at Gilgal and said to him and the Israelites, “We 
have come from a distant country; make a treaty with 
us.”

7 The Israelites said to the Hivites, “But perhaps you live 
near us, so how can we make a treaty with you?”

8 “We are your servants,” they said to Joshua.
But Joshua asked, “Who are you and where do you come 
from?”

9 They answered: “Your servants have come from a very 
distant country because of the fame of the LORD your 
God. For we have heard reports of him: all that he did in 
Egypt, 10 and all that he did to the two kings of the 
Amorites east of the Jordan—Sihon king of Heshbon, and 
Og king of Bashan, who reigned in Ashtaroth. 11 And our 
elders and all those living in our country said to us, 

‘Take provisions for your journey; go and meet them and 
say to them, “We are your servants; make a treaty with 
us.”’

12 This bread of ours was warm when we packed it at 
home on the day we left to come to you. But now see
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how dry and moldy it is. 13 And these wineskins that we 
filled were new, but see how cracked they are. And our 
clothes and sandals are worn out by the very long 
journey.”

14 The Israelites sampled their provisions but did not 
inquire of the LORD. 15 Then Joshua made a treaty of 
peace with them to let them live, and the leaders of the 
assembly ratified it by oath.

16 Three days after they made the treaty with the 
Gibeonites, the Israelites heard that they were neighbors, 
living near them. 17 So the Israelites set out and on the

third day came to their cities: Gibeon, Kephirah, 
Beeroth and Kiriath Jearim. 18 But the Israelites did not 
attack them, because the leaders of the assembly had 
sworn an oath to them by the LORD, the God of Israel.
The whole assembly grumbled against the leaders, 19 but 
all the leaders answered,

“We have given them our oath by the LORD, the God of 
Israel, and we cannot touch them now. 20 This is what we 
will do to them: We will let them live, so that God’s wrath 
will not fall on us for breaking the oath we swore to 
them.”
21 They continued, “Let them live, but let them be 
woodcutters and water carriers in the service of the 
whole assembly.” So the leaders’ promise to them was 
kept.
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22 Then Joshua summoned the Gibeonites and said, “Why 
did you deceive us by saying, ‘We live a long way from 
you,’ while actually you live near us? 23 You are now 
under a curse: You will never be released from service as 
woodcutters and water carriers for the house of my God.”

24 They answered Joshua, “Your servants were clearly 
told how the LORD your God had commanded his servant 
Moses to give you the whole land and to wipe out all its 
inhabitants from before you. So we feared for our lives 
because of you, and that is why we did this. 25 We are 
now in your hands. Do to us whatever seems good and 
right to you.”

26 So Joshua saved them from the Israelites, and they did 
not kill them. 27 That day he made the 
Gibeonites woodcutters and water carriers for the 
assembly, to provide for the needs of the altar of 
the LORD at the place the LORD would choose. And that is 
what they are to this day.
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It’s 1406 BCE

Turn to 2 Samuel 
Chapter 21

The Prophet Samuel
1st Samuel

 Story of rise and fall of Saul
 Reigned from 1050-1010 BCE
 Parallel story of the rise of 

David
 King Saul was tall and 

handsome
 But, he was a very poor King

2nd Samuel
 Story of David

 Reigned from 1010-970 BCE
 David becomes King

 King David’s story concludes at 
Chapter 20

 Chapter 21 through 24 contain 
6 vignettes or story's that take 
place earlier in David's reign

 So, its been 400 years since the 
Gibeonite Treaty
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2 Samuel 21 NIV

The Gibeonites Avenged
21 During the reign of David, there was a famine for three 
successive years; so David sought the face of the LORD. 
The LORD said, “It is on account of Saul and his blood-
stained house; it is because he put the Gibeonites to 
death.”

2 The king summoned the Gibeonites and spoke to them. 
(Now the Gibeonites were not a part of Israel but were 
survivors of the Amorites; the Israelites had sworn to spare 
them, but Saul in his zeal for Israel and Judah had tried to 
annihilate them.)

3 David asked the Gibeonites, “What shall I do for you? 
How shall I make atonement so that you will bless 
the LORD’s inheritance?”

4 The Gibeonites answered him, “We have no right to 
demand silver or gold from Saul or his family, nor do we 
have the right to put anyone in Israel to death.”
“What do you want me to do for you?” David asked.
5 They answered the king, “As for the man who destroyed 
us and plotted against us so that we have been 
decimated and have no place anywhere in Israel, 6 let 
seven of his male descendants be given to us to be killed 
and their bodies exposed before the LORD at Gibeah of 
Saul—the LORD’s chosen one.”
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So the king said, “I will give them to you.”

7 The king spared Mephibosheth son of Jonathan, the son 
of Saul, because of the oath before the LORD between 
David and Jonathan son of Saul. 8 But the king took 
Armoni and Mephibosheth, the two sons of Aiah’s 
daughter Rizpah, whom she had borne to Saul, together 
with the five sons of Saul’s daughter Merab,[a] whom she 
had borne to Adriel son of Barzillai the Meholathite. 9 He 
handed them over to the Gibeonites, who killed them 
and exposed their bodies on a hill before the LORD. All 
seven of them fell together; they were put to 
death during the first days of the harvest, just as the 
barley harvest was beginning.
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10 Rizpah daughter of Aiah took sackcloth and spread it 
out for herself on a rock. From the beginning of the 
harvest till the rain poured down from the heavens on the 
bodies, she did not let the birds touch them by day or the 
wild animals by night. 11 When David was told what Aiah’s 
daughter Rizpah, Saul’s concubine, had done, 12 he went 
and took the bones of Saul and his son Jonathan from the 
citizens of Jabesh Gilead. (They had stolen their bodies 
from the public square at Beth Shan, where the Philistines 
had hung them after they struck Saul down on 
Gilboa.) 13 David brought the bones of Saul and his son 
Jonathan from there, and the bones of those who had 
been killed and exposed were gathered up.

14 They buried the bones of Saul and his son Jonathan in 
the tomb of Saul’s father Kish, at Zela in Benjamin, and did 
everything the king commanded. After that, God 
answered prayer in behalf of the land.
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Back to Joshua 10

Joshua 10 NIV

The Sun Stands Still
10 Now Adoni-Zedek king of Jerusalem heard that Joshua 
had taken Ai and totally destroyed[a] it, doing to Ai and its 
king as he had done to Jericho and its king, and that the 
people of Gibeon had made a treaty of peace with Israel 
and had become their allies. 2 He and his people were 
very much alarmed at this, because Gibeon was an 
important city, like one of the royal cities; it was larger 
than Ai, and all its men were good fighters. 3 So Adoni-
Zedek king of Jerusalem appealed to Hoham king of 
Hebron, Piram king of Jarmuth, Japhia king of Lachish and 
Debir king of Eglon. 4 “Come up and help me attack 
Gibeon,” he said, “because it has made peace with 
Joshua and the Israelites.”
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5 Then the five kings of the Amorites—the kings of 
Jerusalem, Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish and Eglon—joined 
forces. They moved up with all their troops and took up 
positions against Gibeon and attacked it.

6 The Gibeonites then sent word to Joshua in the camp at 
Gilgal: “Do not abandon your servants. Come up to us 
quickly and save us! Help us, because all the Amorite 
kings from the hill country have joined forces against us.”

7 So Joshua marched up from Gilgal with his entire 
army, including all the best fighting men. 8 The LORD said 
to Joshua, “Do not be afraid of them; I have given them 
into your hand. Not one of them will be able to withstand 
you.”

Joshua 
forced 

marched 
his men 
through 
the night 
to attach 

upon 
arrival

9 After an all-night march from Gilgal (20 Miles), Joshua 
took them by surprise. 10 The LORD threw them into 
confusion before Israel, so Joshua and the Israelites 
defeated them completely at Gibeon. Israel pursued 
them along the road going up to Beth Horon and cut 
them down all the way to Azekah and Makkedah. 11 As 
they fled before Israel on the road down from Beth Horon 
to Azekah, the LORD hurled large hailstones down on 
them, and more of them died from the hail than were 
killed by the swords of the Israelites.

12 On the day the LORD gave the Amorites over to Israel, 
Joshua said to the LORD in the presence of Israel:
“Sun, stand still over Gibeon,

and you, moon, over the Valley of Aijalon.”

Principles 
of special 
operations

Simplicity, 
Security, 

Repetition, 
Speed, 

Purpose
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Duncan 1890

Joshua Ordering the Sun to Stand Still (1743-1744), 
Joseph Marie Vien in Musée Fabre, Montpellier. (Public 
domain, Wikimedia Commons)



3/18/2024

15

13 So the sun stood still,
and the moon stopped,
till the nation avenged itself on[b] its enemies,

as it is written in the Book of Jashar.
The sun stopped in the middle of the sky and delayed 
going down about a full day. 14 There has never been a 
day like it before or since, a day when the LORD listened 
to a human being. Surely the LORD was fighting for Israel!

15 Then Joshua returned with all Israel to the camp at 
Gilgal.

Joshua 
doesn’t 

want the 
sun to stay 
up but for 
daylight 

not arrive

Five Amorite Kings Killed
16 Now the five kings had fled and hidden in the cave at 
Makkedah. 17 When Joshua was told that the five kings 
had been found hiding in the cave at Makkedah, 18 he 
said, “Roll large rocks up to the mouth of the cave, and 
post some men there to guard it. 19 But don’t stop; pursue 
your enemies! Attack them from the rear and don’t let 
them reach their cities, for the LORD your God has given 
them into your hand.”

20 So Joshua and the Israelites defeated them 
completely, but a few survivors managed to reach their 
fortified cities. 21 The whole army then returned safely to 
Joshua in the camp at Makkedah, and no one uttered a 
word against the Israelites.
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What Happened on the Long Day of Joshua 10?
House to House Heart to Heart
https://housetohouse.com › Bible Questions

After the miraculous intervention of God,

'Joshua stopped the sun' 3224 years ago today, scientists say

The Times of Israel
https://www.timesofisrael.com › 3224-years-later-scienti...

Oct 30, 2017 — Cambridge researchers announced Monday that they have pinpointed the date of the biblical account of Joshua stopping the sun — which they claim ...

Have NASA Computers Proved Joshua's Long Day?

Answers in Genesis
https://answersingenesis.org › arguments-to-avoid › hav...

From time to time, one hears that NASA computers have proved the account of the unusual day that accompanied the Battle of Gibeon found in Joshua 10:12–14.

Joshua's long day

Creation.com
https://creation.com › joshuas-long-day

Feb 16, 2011 — Joshua 10:11–13 reads: 'And it came to pass, as they fled from before Israel, and were in the going down to Beth-horon, that the Lord cast down ...
Missing: lost  | Show results with: lost

NASA Discovers a 'Lost Day' in Time?

Snopes.com
https://www.snopes.com › Fact Check

Claim: NASA scientists discovered a "missing" day in time that corresponds to Biblical accounts of the sun's standing still in the sky.
Fact check by Snopes.com: False

Joshua continues the 
conquest with great 

skill
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Joshua 12 NIV

List of Defeated Kings
12 These are the kings of the land whom the Israelites had 
defeated and whose territory they took over east of the 
Jordan, from the Arnon Gorge to Mount 
Hermon, including all the eastern side of the Arabah:

2 Sihon king of the Amorites, who reigned in Heshbon.
He ruled from Aroer on the rim of the Arnon Gorge—from 
the middle of the gorge—to the Jabbok River, which is 
the border of the Ammonites. This included half of 
Gilead. 3 He also ruled over the eastern Arabah from the

Sea of Galilee[a] to the Sea of the Arabah (that is, the 
Dead Sea), to Beth Jeshimoth, and then southward below 
the slopes of Pisgah.

4 And the territory of Og king of Bashan, one of the last of 
the Rephaites, who reigned in Ashtaroth and Edrei.
5 He ruled over Mount Hermon, Salekah, all of Bashan to 
the border of the people of Geshur and Maakah, and 
half of Gilead to the border of Sihon king of Heshbon.
6 Moses, the servant of the LORD, and the Israelites 
conquered them. And Moses the servant of 
the LORD gave their land to the Reubenites, the Gadites 
and the half-tribe of Manasseh to be their possession.
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7 Here is a list of the kings of the land that Joshua and the 
Israelites conquered on the west side of the Jordan, from 
Baal Gad in the Valley of Lebanon to Mount Halak, which 
rises toward Seir. Joshua gave their lands as an 
inheritance to the tribes of Israel according to their tribal 
divisions. 8 The lands included the hill country, the western 
foothills, the Arabah, the mountain slopes, the wilderness 
and the Negev. These were the lands of the Hittites, 
Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 
These were the kings:
9

the king of Jericho One
the king of Ai (near Bethel) One
10

the king of Jerusalem One
the king of Hebron One … an on and on

They win but they do 
not fully control the 

lands
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Chapter 13 to 22 
tells the story of the 

division of land to the 
12 tribes
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But to the tribe of Levi, 
Moses had given no 

inheritance; the LORD, the 
God of Israel, is their 
inheritance, as he 
promised them.

The tribe of Levi will be 
given 48 towns to live 

distributed evenly 
throughout the land

along with a 10% tithe
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They do not own it but are 
able to live there are 

provide for their animals 
and families
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Joshua’s Final Words
23 – 24

We turn to Chapter 
24
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Joshua 24 NIV

The Covenant Renewed at Shechem
24 Then Joshua assembled all the tribes of Israel at 
Shechem. He summoned the elders, leaders, judges and 
officials of Israel, and they presented themselves before 
God. 

2 Joshua said to all the people, “This is what the LORD, the 
God of Israel, says: ‘Long ago your ancestors, including 
Terah the father of Abraham and Nahor, lived beyond 
the Euphrates River and worshiped other gods. 3 But I took 
your father Abraham from the land beyond the Euphrates 
and led him throughout Canaan and gave him many

Onto verse 29
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28 Then Joshua dismissed the people, each to their own 
inheritance.

Buried in the Promised Land
29 After these things, Joshua son of Nun, the servant of 
the LORD, died at the age of a hundred and ten. 30 And 
they buried him in the land of his inheritance, at Timnath 
Serah[c] in the hill country of Ephraim, north of Mount 
Gaash.

31 Israel served the LORD throughout the lifetime of Joshua 
and of the elders who outlived him and who had 
experienced everything the LORD had done for Israel.

32 And Joseph’s bones, which the Israelites had brought 
up from Egypt, were buried at Shechem in the tract of 
land that Jacob bought for a hundred pieces of 
silver[d] from the sons of Hamor, the father of Shechem. 
This became the inheritance of Joseph’s descendants.

Genesis 50: 24 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “I am 
about to die. But God will surely come to your aid and 
take you up out of this land to the land he promised on 
oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.” 25 And Joseph 
made the Israelites swear an oath and said, “God will 
surely come to your aid, and then you must carry my 
bones up from this place.”
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Exodus 13:19 NIV

19 Moses took the bones of Joseph with him because 
Joseph had made the Israelites swear an oath. He had 
said, “God will surely come to your aid, and then you 
must carry my bones up with you from this place.”[a]

Back to Joshua 24

We close with a foretelling of problems

Remember the Levi’s are to own no real-
estate

33 And Eleazar son of Aaron died and was buried at 
Gibeah, which had been allotted to his son Phinehas in 
the hill country of Ephraim.
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The priests own real-estate!!

Compromise has entered
as we move into Judges 

“you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation”


