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Week Twenty One
Judges

The priests own real-estate!!

Compromise has entered
as we move into Judges 

“you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation”
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Lets begin
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In the Book of 
Joshua we conquered 

the land

We’ve gone from 
conquest to 
settlement

They occupy the land but their control 
of it will be challenged by their 

neighbors
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They have 
moved into 

their 
territories 
which are 
defined by 
boundaries

As they 
coexist a 

leader(s) will 
emerge 

As the 12 Tribes Coexist a Leader will 
emerge

Judges will Emerge
Not one with a judicial oversight

13 Judges – Military Leader
Only one who serves a Judge - Deborah
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We closed the Book of Joshua with 
the Covenant Renewed at 

Shechem

Joshua 24 NIV

The Covenant Renewed at Shechem
…
22 Then Joshua said, “You are witnesses against yourselves 
that you have chosen to serve the LORD.”

“Yes, we are witnesses,” they replied.

23 “Now then,” said Joshua, “throw away the foreign 
gods that are among you and yield your hearts to 
the LORD, the God of Israel.”

24 And the people said to Joshua, “We will serve 
the LORD our God and obey him.”
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25 On that day Joshua made a covenant for the people, 
and there at Shechem he reaffirmed for them decrees 
and laws. 26 And Joshua recorded these things in the Book 
of the Law of God. Then he took a large stone and set it 
up there under the oak near the holy place of the LORD.

27 “See!” he said to all the people. “This stone will be a 
witness against us. It has heard all the words the LORD has 
said to us. It will be a witness against you if you are 
untrue to your God.”

28 Then Joshua dismissed the people, each to their own 
inheritance.

We would think after the conquest of 
the land everything would be good

They have possession of the promised land

The word of God

God is physically manifested among the people 
(pillar of fire and the Tabernacle)

However we read in Judges Chapter 2 verse 10
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Judges 2 NIV

10 After that whole generation had been gathered to their 
ancestors, another generation grew up who knew neither 
the LORD nor what he had done for Israel.

HOW DID THIS HAPPEN?

They forget to do what God instructed!

Deuteronomy 6 NIV

4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is 
one.[a] 5 Love the LORD your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your strength. 6 These 
commandments that I give you today are to be on your 
hearts. 7 Impress them on your children. Talk about them 
when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, 
when you lie down and when you get up. 8 Tie them as 
symbols on your hands and bind them on your 
foreheads. 9 Write them on the doorframes of your houses 
and on your gates.
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WHAT HAPPENS WHEN THEY FORGOT?

Judges 2 NIV

11 Then the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD and 
served the Baals. 12 They forsook the LORD, the God of their 
ancestors, who had brought them out of Egypt. They 
followed and worshiped various gods of the peoples 
around them. They aroused the LORD’s anger 13 because 
they forsook him and served Baal and the Ashtoreths.

They turn away from God and end up in servitude
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They repeat this cycle 13 times. Each time 
they repeat this cycle they get further from
God.

The Judges go from fairly good to terrible

Judges 21 NIV
25 In those days Israel had no king; everyone 
did as they saw fit.

What happened to the plan of salvation?

So, as we move into the
Book of Judges

We realize the conquest generation has died off and the new 
generation has grown up not knowing God

They have intermarried with those God told them to destroy

Worshiping their gods
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Locations of the Judges of Israel

1 Othniel: Debir Judg. 1:11–13

2 Ehud: Gilgal Judg. 3:19

3 Shamgar: Beth Anath Judg. 3:31

4 Deborah: Bethel and Ramah Judg. 4:5

5 Gideon: Ophrah Judg. 6:11

6 Tola: Shamir (Samaria) Judg. 10:1

7 Jair: Kamon Judg. 10:5

8 Jephthah: Gilead Judg. 10:8; 11:1

9 Ibzan: Bethlehem Judg. 12:8

10 Elon: Zebulun Judg. 12:11–12

11 Abdon: Pirathon Judg. 12:13

12 Samson: Zorah Judg. 13:2

13 Eli: Shiloh 1 Sam. 1:9

14 Samuel: Ramah 1 Sam. 7:17

Judges 3 NIV

5 The Israelites lived among the Canaanites, Hittites, 
Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 6 They took their 
daughters in marriage and gave their own daughters to 
their sons, and served their gods.

FIRST JUDGE
Othniel
7 The Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD; they forgot 
the LORD their God and served the Baals and the 
Asherahs. 8 The anger of the LORD burned against Israel so 
that he sold them into the hands of Cushan-
Rishathaim king of Aram Naharaim,[a] to whom the
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SECOND JUDGE
Ehud
12 Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD, and 
because they did this evil the LORD gave Eglon king of 
Moab (to the southeast on your map) power over 
Israel. 13 Getting the Ammonites and Amalekites to join 
him, Eglon came and attacked Israel, and they took 
possession of the City of Palms.[Jericho] 14 The Israelites were 
subject to Eglon king of Moab for eighteen years.
15 Again the Israelites cried out to the LORD, and he gave 
them a deliverer—Ehud, a left-handed man, the son of 
Gera the Benjamite. 

Why are we told he is left-handed?

The Israelites sent him with tribute to Eglon king of 
Moab. 16 Now Ehud had made a double-edged sword 
about a cubit[d] long (18” – Dagger), which he strapped 
to his right thigh under his clothing. 17 He presented the 
tribute to Eglon king of Moab, who was a very fat 
man. 18 After Ehud had presented the tribute, he sent on 
their way those who had carried it. 19 But on reaching the 
stone images near Gilgal he himself went back to Eglon 
and said, “Your Majesty, I have a secret message for 
you.”

The king said to his attendants, “Leave us!” And they all 
left.
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20 Ehud then approached him while he was sitting alone in 
the upper room of his palace[e] and said, “I have a 
message from God for you.” As the king rose from his 
seat, 21 Ehud reached with his left hand, drew the 
sword from his right thigh and plunged it into the king’s 
belly. 22 Even the handle sank in after the blade, and his 
bowels discharged. Ehud did not pull the sword out, and 
the fat closed in over it. 23 Then Ehud went out to the 
porch[f]; he shut the doors of the upper room behind him 
and locked them.

24 After he had gone, the servants came and found the

doors of the upper room locked. They said, “He must be 
relieving himself in the inner room of the palace.” 25 They 
waited to the point of embarrassment, but when he did 
not open the doors of the room, they took a key and 
unlocked them. There they saw their lord fallen to the 
floor, dead.

26 While they waited, Ehud got away. He passed by the 
stone images and escaped to Seirah. 27 When he arrived 
there, blew a trumpet in the hill country of Ephraim, and 
the Israelites went down with him from the hills, with him 
leading them.
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28 “Follow me,” he ordered, “for the LORD has given 
Moab, your enemy, into your hands.” So they followed 
him down and took possession of the fords of the 
Jordan that led to Moab; they allowed no one to cross 
over. 29 At that time they struck down about ten thousand 
Moabites, all vigorous and strong; not one 
escaped. 30 That day Moab was made subject to Israel, 
and the land had peace for eighty years.

THIRD JUDGE
Shamgar
31 After Ehud came Shamgar son of Anath, who struck 
down six hundred Philistines with an oxgoad. He too 
saved Israel.

Deborah
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Judges 4 NIV

FOURTH JUDGE
Deborah
4 Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD, now 
that Ehud was dead. 2 So the LORD sold them into the 
hands of Jabin king of Canaan, who reigned in 
Hazor. Sisera, the commander of his army, was based in 
Harosheth Haggoyim.
c

HAZOR is fortress directly above the sea of Galilee. It overlooks Via Maris trade route 
and controls the traffic on it.

3 Because he had nine hundred chariots fitted with 
iron and had cruelly oppressed the Israelites for twenty 
years, they cried to the LORD for help.

4 Now Deborah, a prophet, the wife of Lappidoth, was 
leading[a] Israel at that time.

Why a Woman?
5 She held court under the Palm of Deborah between 
Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim, and the 
Israelites went up to her to have their disputes 
decided. 6 She sent for Barak son of Abinoam from 
Kedesh in Naphtali and said to him, “The LORD, the God of 
Israel, commands you: ‘Go, take with you ten thousand 
men of Naphtali and Zebulun and lead them up to Mount 
Tabor. 7 I will lead Sisera, the commander of Jabin’s army, 
with his chariots and his troops to the Kishon River and 
give him into your hands.’”
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8 Barak said to her, “If you go with me, I will go; but if you 
don’t go with me, I won’t go.”

9 “Certainly I will go with you,” said Deborah. “But 
because of the course you are taking, the honor will not 
be yours, for the LORD will deliver Sisera into the hands of a 
woman.” So Deborah went with Barak to Kedesh. 10 There 
Barak summoned Zebulun and Naphtali, and ten 
thousand men went up under his command. Deborah 
also went up with him.

11 Now Heber the Kenite had left the other Kenites, the 
descendants of Hobab, Moses’ brother-in-law,[b] and 
pitched his tent by the great tree in Zaanannim near 
Kedesh. (He is a metal worker, collaborating with the 
enemy)

12 When they told Sisera that Barak son of Abinoam had 
gone up to Mount Tabor, 13 Sisera summoned from 
Harosheth Haggoyim to the Kishon River all his men and 
his nine hundred chariots fitted with iron.

14 Then Deborah said to Barak, “Go! This is the day 
the LORD has given Sisera into your hands. Has not 
the LORD gone ahead of you?” So Barak went down 
Mount Tabor, with ten thousand men following him. 15 At 
Barak’s advance, the LORD routed Sisera and all his 
chariots and army by the sword, and Sisera got down 
from his chariot and fled on foot.

How does this happen?
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Judges 5 NIV

The Song of Deborah
5 On that day Deborah and Barak son of Abinoam sang 
this song:
2 “When the princes in Israel take the lead,

when the people willingly offer themselves—
praise the LORD!

3 “Hear this, you kings! Listen, you rulers!
I, even I, will sing to[a] the LORD;
I will praise the LORD, the God of Israel, in song.

4 “When you, LORD, went out from Seir,
when you marched from the land of Edom,

the earth shook, the heavens poured,
the clouds poured down water.

5 The mountains quaked before the LORD, the One of Sinai,
before the LORD, the God of Israel.

6 “In the days of Shamgar son of Anath,
in the days of Jael, the highways were abandoned;
travelers took to winding paths.

7 Villagers in Israel would not fight;
they held back until I, Deborah, arose,
until I arose, a mother in Israel.

8 God chose new leaders
when war came to the city gates,

but not a shield or spear was seen
among forty thousand in Israel.

9 My heart is with Israel’s princes,
with the willing volunteers among the people.
Praise the LORD! ….
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Back to Judges 5

16 Barak pursued the chariots and army as far as 
Harosheth Haggoyim, and all Sisera’s troops fell by the 
sword; not a man was left. 17 Sisera, meanwhile, fled on 
foot to the tent of Jael, the wife of Heber the 
Kenite, because there was an alliance between Jabin 
king of Hazor and the family of Heber the Kenite.

18 Jael went out to meet Sisera and said to him, “Come, 
my lord, come right in. Don’t be afraid.” So he entered 
her tent, and she covered him with a blanket.

19 “I’m thirsty,” he said. “Please give me some water.” She 
opened a skin of milk, gave him a drink, and covered him 
up.

20 “Stand in the doorway of the tent,” he told her. “If 
someone comes by and asks you, ‘Is anyone in there?’ 
say ‘No.’”

21 But Jael, Heber’s wife, picked up a tent peg and a 
hammer and went quietly to him while he lay fast 
asleep, exhausted. She drove the peg through his temple 
into the ground, and he died.
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22 Just then Barak came by in pursuit of Sisera, and 
Jael went out to meet him. “Come,” she said, “I will show 
you the man you’re looking for.” So he went in with her, 
and there lay Sisera with the tent peg through his 
temple—dead.

23 On that day God subdued Jabin king of Canaan 
before the Israelites. 24 And the hand of the Israelites 
pressed harder and harder against Jabin king of Canaan 
until they destroyed him.

And it Continues
 FIFTH JUDGE - Gideon

 SIXTH JUDGE - Tola

 SEVENTH JUDGE - Jair

 EIGHT JUDGE - Jephtuah

 NINETH JUDGE - Ibzan

 TENTH JUDGE - Elon

 ELEVENTH JUDGE - Abdon

 TWELTH JUDGE - Eli
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Our Thirteenth 
Judge

Sampson
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Samson and Delilah (1949)

Sampson(2018)
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Judges 13 NIV

THIRTEENTH JUDGE

The Birth of Samson
13 Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD, so 
the LORD delivered them into the hands of the 
Philistines for forty years. 

2 A certain man of Zorah, named Manoah, from the clan 
of the Danites, had a wife who was childless, unable to 
give birth. 3 The angel of the LORD appeared to her and 
said, “You are barren and childless, but you are going to 
become pregnant and give birth to a son. 4 Now see to it 
that you drink no wine or other fermented drink and that 
you do not eat anything unclean. 5 You will become

How 
many 
times 

have a 
woman 
been 

unable to 
give birth 

in the 
bible so 

far

6 Samson visits a prostitute in Gaza. 16:1
7 Samson carries the gates of Gaza to a hill facing 

Hebron. 16:3
8 Samson meets Delilah in the valley of Sorek. 16:4
9 Samson is taken prisoner and dies with the Philistines in 

Gaza. 16:21, 30
10 Samson is buried between Zorah and Eshtaol. 16:31

1 Samson is born in Zorah. Judges 13:2
2 The Spirit of the Lord stirs in Samson between Zorah

and Eshtaol. 13:25
3 Samson marries a Philistine woman in Timnah. 14:1
4 Samson kills thirty Philistines in Ashkelon. 14:19
5 Samson hides from the Philistines in Etam. 15:8

Indicates Philistine City

1

2
3

4
5

6

7

8

9

10
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pregnant and have a son whose head is never to be 
touched by a razor because the boy is to be a 
Nazirite, dedicated to God from the womb. He will take 
the lead in delivering Israel from the hands of the 
Philistines.”

Sampson grows up
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Judges 14 NIV

Samson’s Marriage
14 Samson went down to Timnah and saw there a young 
Philistine woman. 2 When he returned, he said to his father 
and mother, “I have seen a Philistine woman in Timnah; 
now get her for me as my wife.”  

3 His father and mother replied, “Isn’t there an 
acceptable woman among your relatives or among all 
our people? Must you go to the uncircumcised Philistines 
to get a wife?”

Sampson is 
a miracle 
baby and 

only child –
He’s a little 

spoiled

But Samson said to his father, “Get her for me. She’s the 
right one for me.” 4 (His parents did not know that this was 
from the LORD, who was seeking an occasion to confront 
the Philistines; for at that time they were ruling over Israel.)

5 Samson went down to Timnah together with his father 
and mother. As they approached the vineyards of 
Timnah, suddenly a young lion came roaring toward 
him. 6 The Spirit of the LORD came powerfully upon him so 
that he tore the lion apart with his bare hands as he might 
have torn a young goat. But he told neither his father nor 
his mother what he had done. 7 Then he went down and 
talked with the woman, and he liked her.

Was it his muscles that gave him the strength?

3 people 
in the

Bible kill a 
lion with 

their bare 
hands:

Sampson
David

Minah son 
of 

Jehovah
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8 Some time later, when he went back to marry her, he 
turned aside to look at the lion’s carcass, and in it he saw 
a swarm of bees and some honey. 9 He scooped out the 
honey with his hands and ate as he went along. When he 
rejoined his parents, he gave them some, and they too 
ate it. But he did not tell them that he had taken the 
honey from the lion’s carcass.

10 Now his father went down to see the woman. And there 
Samson held a feast, as was customary for young 
men. 11 When the people saw him, they chose thirty men 
to be his companions.

30 men to watch over him – The Philistines do not trust him

12 “Let me tell you a riddle,” Samson said to them. “If you 
can give me the answer within the seven days of the 
feast, I will give you thirty linen garments and thirty sets of 
clothes. 13 If you can’t tell me the answer, you must give 
me thirty linen garments and thirty sets of clothes.”

“Tell us your riddle,” they said. “Let’s hear it.”

14 He replied,
“Out of the eater, something to eat;

out of the strong, something sweet.”

For three days they could not give the answer.
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15 On the fourth[a] day, they said to Samson’s wife, 
“Coax your husband into explaining the riddle for us, or 
we will burn you and your father’s household to 
death. Did you invite us here to steal our property?”

16 Then Samson’s wife threw herself on him, sobbing, “You 
hate me! You don’t really love me. You’ve given my 
people a riddle, but you haven’t told me the answer.”

“I haven’t even explained it to my father or mother,” he 
replied, “so why should I explain it to you?” 17 She cried 
the whole seven days of the feast. So on the seventh day 
he finally told her, because she continued to press him. 
She in turn explained the riddle to her people.

18 Before sunset on the seventh day the men of the town 
said to him,
“What is sweeter than honey?

What is stronger than a lion?”
Samson said to them,
“If you had not plowed with my heifer,

you would not have solved my riddle.”

19 Then the Spirit of the LORD came powerfully upon 
him. He went down to Ashkelon, struck down thirty of their 
men, stripped them of everything and gave their clothes 
to those who had explained the riddle. Burning with 
anger, he returned to his father’s home. 20 And Samson’s 
wife was given to one of his companions who had 
attended him at the feast.
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What do we learn about Sampson
He’s a spoiled brat

He keeps fooling around with Philistine girls

Judges 16

Samson and Delilah
16 One day Samson went to Gaza, where he saw a 
prostitute. He went in to spend the night with her. 2 The 
people of Gaza were told, “Samson is here!” So they 
surrounded the place and lay in wait for him all night at 
the city gate. They made no move during the night, 
saying, “At dawn we’ll kill him.”

3 But Samson lay there only until the middle of the night. 
Then he got up and took hold of the doors of the city 
gate, together with the two posts, and tore them loose, 
bar and all. He lifted them to his shoulders and carried 
them to the top of the hill that faces Hebron.
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4 Some time later, he fell in love with a woman in the 
Valley of Sorek whose name was Delilah. 5 The rulers of the 
Philistines went to her and said, “See if you can lure him 
into showing you the secret of his great strength and how 
we can overpower him so we may tie him up and subdue 
him. Each one of us will give you eleven hundred 
shekels[a] of silver.”

6 So Delilah said to Samson, “Tell me the secret of your 
great strength and how you can be tied up and 
subdued.”

7 Samson answered her, “If anyone ties me with seven 
fresh bowstrings that have not been dried, I’ll become as 
weak as any other man.”

8 Then the rulers of the Philistines brought her seven fresh 
bowstrings that had not been dried, and she tied him with 
them. 9 With men hidden in the room, she called to him, 
“Samson, the Philistines are upon you!” But he snapped 
the bowstrings as easily as a piece of string snaps when it 
comes close to a flame. So the secret of his strength was 
not discovered.

10 Then Delilah said to Samson, “You have made a fool of 
me; you lied to me. Come now, tell me how you can be 
tied.”

11 He said, “If anyone ties me securely with new ropes that 
have never been used, I’ll become as weak as any other 
man.”
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12 So Delilah took new ropes and tied him with them. Then, 
with men hidden in the room, she called to him, “Samson, 
the Philistines are upon you!” But he snapped the ropes 
off his arms as if they were threads.

13 Delilah then said to Samson, “All this time you have 
been making a fool of me and lying to me. Tell me how 
you can be tied.”

He replied, “If you weave the seven braids of my head 
into the fabric on the loom and tighten it with the pin, I’ll 
become as weak as any other man.” So while he was 
sleeping, Delilah took the seven braids of his head, wove

them into the fabric 14 and[b] tightened it with the pin.
Again she called to him, “Samson, the Philistines are upon 
you!” He awoke from his sleep and pulled up the pin and 
the loom, with the fabric.

15 Then she said to him, “How can you say, ‘I love 
you,’ when you won’t confide in me? This is the third 
time you have made a fool of me and haven’t told me 
the secret of your great strength.” 16 With such nagging 
she prodded him day after day until he was sick to death 
of it.
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17 So he told her everything. “No razor has ever been used 
on my head,” he said, “because I have been a 
Nazirite dedicated to God from my mother’s womb. If my 
head were shaved, my strength would leave me, and I 
would become as weak as any other man.”

18 When Delilah saw that he had told her everything, she 
sent word to the rulers of the Philistines, “Come back 
once more; he has told me everything.” So the rulers of 
the Philistines returned with the silver in their hands. 19 After 
putting him to sleep on her lap, she called for someone to 
shave off the seven braids of his hair, and so began to 
subdue him.[c] And his strength left him.

20 Then she called, “Samson, the Philistines are upon you!”
He awoke from his sleep and thought, “I’ll go out as 
before and shake myself free.” But he did not know that 
the LORD had left him.

21 Then the Philistines seized him, gouged out his eyes and 
took him down to Gaza. Binding him with bronze shackles, 
they set him to grinding grain in the prison. 22 But the hair 
on his head began to grow again after it had been 
shaved.
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The Death of Samson
23 Now the rulers of the Philistines assembled to offer a 
great sacrifice to Dagon their god and to celebrate, 
saying, “Our god has delivered Samson, our enemy, into 
our hands.”

24 When the people saw him, they praised their 
god, saying,
“Our god has delivered our enemy

into our hands,
the one who laid waste our land

and multiplied our slain.”

25 While they were in high spirits, they shouted, “Bring out 
Samson to entertain us.” So they called Samson out of the 
prison, and he performed for them.

When they stood him among the pillars, 26 Samson said to 
the servant who held his hand, “Put me where I can feel 
the pillars that support the temple, so that I may lean 
against them.” 27 Now the temple was crowded with men 
and women; all the rulers of the Philistines were there, and 
on the roof were about three thousand men and women 
watching Samson perform. 28 Then Samson prayed to 
the LORD, “Sovereign LORD, remember me. Please, God, 
strengthen me just once more, and let me with one blow 
get revenge on the Philistines for my two eyes.”

He was to lead the Israelites to destroy the Philistines
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29 Then Samson reached toward the two central pillars on 
which the temple stood. Bracing himself against them, his 
right hand on the one and his left hand on the 
other, 30 Samson said, “Let me die with the Philistines!” 
Then he pushed with all his might, and down came the 
temple on the rulers and all the people in it. Thus he killed 
many more when he died than while he lived.

31 Then his brothers and his father’s whole family went 
down to get him. They brought him back and buried him 
between Zorah and Eshtaol in the tomb of Manoah his 
father. He had led[d] Israel twenty years.

He 
wanted 
revenge

The quality of the Judges diminish over 
time – each one worse the one before

 These are dark times for the Israelites

 Horrible things happen to them

 By the end of Judges Chapter 21

 25 In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as they saw fit.

 We have been following a linear narrative from the beginning

 Genesis to Judges

 We have witnessed the covenant

 God has chosen Israel to be

 Israel has been overcome by moral decay

 What is to become of the covenant - “you will be for me a kingdom of 
priests and a holy nation”

 They no longer know God
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What will become of the Israelites?

Chapter 3
5 The Israelites lived among the Canaanites, 
Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and 
Jebusites. 6 They took their daughters in marriage 
and gave their own daughters to their sons, and 
served their gods.

Is there any hope for the plan of Salvation?
“you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation”


